
MAPS 
(Methodologies for Academic and Personal Success) 

 
Course Description: (Help students maximize personal achievement and relationship skills) 

This course focuses on the skills and strategies necessary for students to make a successful transition 
into high school, an academic career and beyond.  

 
Course Objections:  
 Students will be able to demonstrate positive organization, note taking and study skills.  
 Students will explore opportunities to make the most of their high school experience.  
 Students will learn characteristics of personal success such as goal setting, attitude, teamwork, communication  

and decision making.  
 Students will work collaboratively, focusing on academic outcome based and social skill based objectives.  
 Students will learn a significant amount about themselves: their values, learning styles, strengths, interests and  

potential long term goals. 
 Students will learn how to use technology, including social media, in responsible and useful ways. 
 Students’ academic work in all classes will be supported through grade monitoring, conferencing, peer tutoring,  

and critical reading/writing skills. 
 A classroom climate that is positive and supporting will be created, developed and maintained.  
 
Evaluation:  

Participation   Written work    Projects 
Planners/Binders  Oral Presentations   Exams 

 
Class Outline:  
 
1st Six Weeks- This component will focus on a smooth transition for incoming freshmen. Students will focus on note 
taking, binder organization, school procedures and policies, and getting to know the school and personnel.  
 
2nd Six Weeks- Because of the new endorsement areas for diplomas, the students will start exploring career paths and 
post-secondary options. After taking a personality and career exploration test, the students will research 5 different 
careers, which will help students be more prepared to make informed decisions on the rest of their high school career. 
 
3rd Six Weeks- With social media and online activity becoming a dominating force in students’ lives, students will learn 
responsible ways of using social media, emails, and website exploration and the pros and cons of online activity. Before 
finals, the students will explore the causes of stress and learn techniques to help manage stress.  
 
4th Six Weeks- When the students return from winter break, the students will start focusing on personal growth. We will 
explore the 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens as well as other materials to grow as responsible and motivated 
individuals. 
 
5th Six Weeks- Standardized tests are a part of life, plain and simple. However, they shouldn’t be scary. During this six 
week period, the students will be developing test taking strategies as well as focusing on getting ready for all the EOCs 
required for freshmen. 
 
6th Six Weeks- In the last six weeks, we will focus on financial terms students may hear, but not know exactly what they 
are or how they work. Topics like credit ratings, retirement, bank accounts, and insurance will help put to rest many 
questions students have about the adult world.   
  

 


