Junior Classroom Visit Agenda
1. How to choose a college or university? Question you should start thinking about now. 

· Type of school and size (Private, Public, Liberal Arts, Military Academy) 
· Liberal Arts Colleges are not necessarily directly job related and offer a well rounded approach to education. Generally small student to teacher ratio. Southwestern, Schreiner, Texas Lutheran, Austin College, University of Dallas, etc
· Affording college? How much can your parents help with expense? How much can you put towards college? Are you eligible for freshman scholarships? 

· How likely is it I will be accepted into my major at my intended college?

· Is there a specific research or networking opportunity within my major at my intended college?

· Geography!

2. Once you have narrowed down your colleges of choice, take time to visit their campuses.
· Benefits to visiting campus are that you can physically envision yourself at that school, it looks good to the admission committee that you are interested enough to make an official visit, colleges sometime offer application fee waivers to those who visit, and you have the opportunity to ask current students questions.

· Look for opportunities to attend campus visit days on campus in the fall. Examples would be “University Days” at Texas Tech, “Sic Em Days” at Baylor, “Aggie Saturdays” at Texas A&M which is a great opportunity because admission staff help you fill out your application and you get to go to a football game!
3. How do you apply to college and when?

· Texas public universities use the Texas Common Application

· Most private universities in the country use The Common Application

· Out of state public universities will have their own applications posted on their admission website

· Please be mindful of application deadlines! Look to see if there are deadlines to be considered for freshman scholarships, Early Action deadlines, Early Decision deadlines, etc.

4. Do I need recommendations for college?
· If you are applying to a private college or university they general require two letters of recommendation and a Secondary School Report. These are mandatory for admission.
· If you are applying to a public college or university that you think you might not get into. If this is your case, ie you are not in the Top 9% of your class and want to go to UT, you can include a letter of recommendation for consideration. 
· Please give those who are writing your letters of recommendation at least 3 weeks notice prior to when you need it mailed. Anyone who is not related to you can write you a letter of recommendation. 
5. Do I need a resume?
· Yes, yes, yes!!! The Texas Common Application does not allow enough room for applicants to expand on important information about extracurricular activities, awards, leadership roles, etc.  Resume builder on Naviance.
· Your counselor will need your resume in order to complete your Secondary School Report and recommendation. 
